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JANUARY 2012 NEWSLETTER

SANDBACH EXPELLED FROM MBCCL

The disciplinary committee met on 7th December 2011 to consider the following charges against Sandbach Cricket Club:

That on the 28th August 2010 Sandbach CC were guilty of improper conduct in that a player by the name of Akash Malhotra played for their first team against Chester County Officers CC without being duly registered under league rule 19.

That on 28th August 2010 Sandbach CC were guilty of improper conduct in that they falsified a league result sheet by putting the name M Farid instead of Akash Malhotra, thereby purporting that Farid had played when in fact Akash Malhotra had played under Farid’s name.

That on 28th August 2010 Sandbach CC were guilty of improper conduct in that they played Akash Malhotra in their first team fixture against Chester County Officers without having registered the said player as an overseas player under league rule 18(b).

The first two charges were admitted and the third was found proven.

As penalty, Sandbach Cricket Club is expelled from the league under section 5.3.7 of the league disciplinary regulations. The club is not going to appeal against this decision.

AGM PROPOSALS

The league AGM takes place on Thursday 19th January 7:30pm at Holmes Chapel and the following rule change proposals have been submitted:

1.) Alterations to level at which batting bonus points are awarded

Bonus points will be awarded to sides losing a match and to both sides in a drawn match or an abandoned match

Batting Bonus Point:

Side Batting First
Side Batting Second

at team total 100 runs

2 points

1 point

at team total 120 runs

4 points

2 points

at team total 140 runs

6 points

3 points

at team total 160 runs

8 points 

4 points

at team total 180 runs

10 points

5 points

2.) Revised totals for batting bonus points in a reduced overs match
	Match
	Overs
	Maximum
	1st
	2nd
	3rd
	4th
	5th

	Overs
	Split
	1st inns
	bonus pt
	bonus pt
	bonus pt
	bonus pt
	bonus pt

	90
	45-45
	45
	100
	120
	140
	160
	180

	88
	44-44
	44
	100
	120
	140
	160
	180

	86
	43-43
	43
	100
	120
	140
	160
	180

	84
	42-42
	42
	100
	120
	140
	160
	180

	82
	41-41
	41
	100
	120
	140
	160
	180

	80
	40-40
	40
	100
	120
	140
	160
	180

	78
	39-39
	39
	80
	100
	120
	140
	160

	76
	38-38
	38
	80
	100
	120
	140
	160

	74
	37-37
	37
	80
	100
	120
	140
	160

	72
	36-36
	36
	80
	100
	120
	140
	160

	70
	35-35
	35
	80
	100
	120
	140
	160

	68
	34-34
	34
	80
	95
	110
	125
	140

	66
	33-33
	33
	80
	95
	110
	125
	140

	64
	32-32
	32
	80
	95
	110
	125
	140

	62
	31-31
	31
	80
	95
	110
	125
	140

	60
	30-30
	30
	80
	95
	110
	125
	140

	58
	29-29
	29
	80
	90
	100
	110
	120

	56
	28-28
	28
	80
	90
	100
	110
	120

	54
	27-27
	27
	80
	90
	100
	110
	120

	52
	26-26
	26
	80
	90
	100
	110
	120

	50
	25-25
	25
	80
	90
	100
	110
	120


3) If proposal 1 is defeated and batting bonus points remain at 110, 125, 140, 155 & 170

Revised totals for batting bonus points in a reduced overs match
	Match
	Overs
	Maximum
	1st
	2nd
	3rd
	4th
	5th

	Overs
	Split
	1st inns
	bonus pt
	bonus pt
	bonus pt
	bonus pt
	bonus pt

	90
	45-45
	45
	110
	125
	140
	155
	170

	88
	44-44
	44
	110
	125
	140
	155
	170

	86
	43-43
	43
	110
	125
	140
	155
	170

	84
	42-42
	42
	110
	125
	140
	155
	170

	82
	41-41
	41
	110
	125
	140
	155
	170

	80
	40-40
	40
	110
	125
	140
	155
	170

	78
	39-39
	39
	90
	105
	120
	135
	150

	76
	38-38
	38
	90
	105
	120
	135
	150

	74
	37-37
	37
	90
	105
	120
	135
	150

	72
	36-36
	36
	90
	105
	120
	135
	150

	70
	35-35
	35
	90
	105
	120
	135
	150

	68
	34-34
	34
	80
	95
	110
	125
	140

	66
	33-33
	33
	80
	95
	110
	125
	140

	64
	32-32
	32
	80
	95
	110
	125
	140

	62
	31-31
	31
	80
	95
	110
	125
	140

	60
	30-30
	30
	80
	95
	110
	125
	140

	58
	29-29
	29
	80
	90
	100
	110
	120

	56
	28-28
	28
	80
	90
	100
	110
	120

	54
	27-27
	27
	80
	90
	100
	110
	120

	52
	26-26
	26
	80
	90
	100
	110
	120

	50
	25-25
	25
	80
	90
	100
	110
	120


4.) No individual bowler shall be allowed to bowl more than 20 overs in a 1st XI league match

5.) No individual bowler shall be allowed to bowl more than 15 overs in a 2nd XI league match

6.) Alteration to the point at which overs are deducted. 

In the event of a delayed start on account of inclement conditions, and once 15 minutes have elapsed from the scheduled start of the match, two overs shall be deducted……

7.) No club may play an unregistered overseas player in any 2nd XI match without the prior approval of the Executive Committee of the League

8.) Provided that each club may before June 30th each year register with the league not more than one overseas player

9.) All overseas players must submit to the league a copy of their visa.

10.) Change to the player registration document, to include signature of chairman and secretary of club and to list type of visa they are in the UK with 

11.) The Annual General Meeting of the League shall be held not later than 31st January in any year.

12.) Proposed alterations to this Constitution or the said Match Rules must be in writing and submitted to the Secretary to arrive not later than 30th November in respect of the Annual General Meeting 

13.) No alterations to this Constitution or the Match Rules governing any competition organised by the League shall be made except at Annual General Meeting or Special General Meeting called for the purpose and then by a simple majority of the votes recorded. 

DEATH OF KEITH WOODCOCK

From the Cheshire County League Newsletter:

One of the best batsmen ever to be raised in mid-Cheshire, Keith Bernard Woodcock died in a Davenham care home on November 30th aged 72. 

Keith was the son of Bernard and the younger brother of Tony Woodcock, all of whom played for Winnington Park and Cheshire. A quality left-hander, Keith made his Minor Counties debut for Cheshire in 1963, scoring two half centuries on debut against a strong Warwickshire 2nd XI at Edgbaston.

He was educated at Sir John Deane’s GS and Liverpool University and played for the Combined Universities in 1960. A Chester schoolteacher for most of his professional career, he was a one club man with Winnington for 40 years and later became chairman

SCORERS INITIATIVE

The MBCCL and the Cheshire Cricket Umpires & Scorers Association fully supports this initiative from the ACO, one that will raise the number and quality of scorers in the county. 

There is a letter of introduction and an application form at the end of the newsletter; clubs are encouraged to forward this onto their members, even those who haven’t yet taken up the pen/pencil/laptop. Cheshire is keen to complete their initial grading of scorers in the off-season, could all applications be submitted by January 20th please?

AVERAGES

The league website now has 1st XI averages online but Graham Coull requires a few more clubs to submit their qualifiers before the 2nd XI figures can be listed. 

Could the following clubs/teams please forward their stats to Graham as soon as possible? If you have no players who meet the qualifications please let him know

Lindow 2nd XI, 

Mere 1st & 2nd XI & 

Weaverham 2nd XI.  

TOP TIPS FOR SQUARE MAINTENANCE WINTER 2012

Nick James has kindly provided the following article on pitch maintenance:

“Many of you may well have already embarked on your winter maintenance regimes but nevertheless here are some top tips to ensure your beloved cricket squares get plenty of pre-season TLC:

• Inspect the square on a frequent basis looking for damage, debris & disease

• Use a dragbrush as often as you can; this helps to disburse the moisture, stand up the grasses & break up worm casts

• With the mild weather the grass continues to grow so squares should be “topped” with either a rotary or cylinder mower. Maintain the height between 15-25mm. Do this as often as conditions allow as it encourages tillering of the plants which helps to thicken the sward

• Continue with your aeration programme; use solid tine aeration as often as possible varying the depth of penetration so as to avoid creating a pan below the surface. DO NOT carry out this procedure past the end of February at the very latest. If you have a sarel roller this can be used all year round.

• As the season approaches commence pre-season rolling programme probably around early/mid march if conditions permit. Remember DO NOT roll unless the conditions are right i.e the loam consistency resembles plasticine. Rolling in inappropriate conditions can do more harm than good. If you want to refresh yourself on best practices check out the CAG website & ECB website where there are plenty of links & articles.

• As the spring weather approaches a light thinning of the sward is recommended; this both cleans it up and encourages growth from the

base of the plant. Use either a cylinder mower with a verticutter reel or a mechanical scarifier taking care not to disturb the surface. A gradual reduction in height to about 12-15mm for the playing season is ideal with this being done in early April. At the same time a dose of spring/summer fertiliser will give the square a good boost & add some welcome colour to your facility.

If you visit the CAG website www.cag.org.uk there is a link to some Natwest cricket force videos put together by Chris Wood, ECB Pitch guru. They are short, to the point & well worth a look.

Both myself & Paul Agar are always available should you need any advice, have any problems or just want a general chat about cricket matters”.

GROUNDSMANS AGM

The Cheshire Association of Groundsmen’s AGM was held at Grappenhall on November 11th; funding had been received from ECB and the Cheshire Cricket Board for a new groundsman’s aerator, currently located at Tattenhall.

Several deals had been negotiated including a 25 pc discount on Barenburg Seeds supplied by Bamcroft Amenities, a package with Rigby Taylor on seed and food products and the bulk purchase of loam at 10 pc off from Battersby’s of Heywood.

Four IOG courses had been run during the year, at Warrington, Toft and two at Hale Barns. Treasurer Dave Twiney said the main costs had been the new groundsman’s spiker (£658) and servicing and parts for existing machinery (£478). Members’ income was down to £930 leaving a balance of £1,084, subs remaining at £10.

The Cheshire Board’s Mike Woollard warned members that there was no further grant money available through the ECB, but interest free loans could still be obtained.

Head of professional services at the IOG Ian Lacey gave a detailed presentation of his job and the working relationship with the ECB for improving training and pitch and ground maintenance throughout the UK.

Officers elected: chairman Nick James; treasurer David Twiney; secretary Brian Jarrard; pitch advisor Paul Agar. 

ALL TIME INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

A chance conversation at a recent league meeting about possible players with 10,000+ runs or 1,000+ wickets in the Cheshire Cricket League has prompted the following analysis. 

Firstly a season-by-season list of the wickets taken by Dave Molloy according to records in the league handbooks; it shows that over 27 season he has taken in excess of 1,500 wickets. 

Further analysis shows that he was leading wicket taker in the league on 6 occasions, topped the league averages a further 5 times and was Division 1 leading wicket taker 7 times.

	
	Overs
	Mdns
	Runs
	Wickets
	Ave
	Club
	Notes

	1978
	183
	56
	412
	39
	  10.56 
	Ashley
	

	1979
	223
	50
	581
	36
	  16.14 
	Ashley
	

	1980
	236
	56
	720
	37
	  19.46 
	Ashley
	

	1981
	312
	83
	813
	65
	  12.51 
	Ashley
	league leading wicket taker

	1982
	341
	97
	873
	62
	  14.08 
	Ashley
	div 1 leading wicket taker

	1983
	271
	60
	705
	42
	  16.79 
	Ashley
	

	1984
	220.5
	79
	861
	61
	  14.11 
	Bowdon Vale
	

	1985
	333
	108
	725
	80
	   9.06 
	Bowdon Vale
	top of div 1 averages

	1986
	352
	100
	885
	74
	  11.96 
	Bowdon Vale
	league leading wicket taker

	1987
	252
	38
	823
	44
	  18.70 
	Hale Barns
	

	1988
	274
	53
	903
	49
	  18.43 
	Hale Barns
	

	1989
	334
	44
	1218
	66
	  18.45 
	Hale Barns
	div 1 leading wicket taker

	1990
	358
	59
	1244
	90
	  13.82 
	Hale Barns
	league leading wicket taker

	1991
	406.1
	78
	1288
	90
	  14.31 
	Hale Barns
	league leading wicket taker 

	1992
	273.1
	49
	904
	50
	  18.08 
	Hale Barns
	div 1 leading wicket taker

	1993
	336.2
	80
	993
	66
	  15.05 
	Hale Barns
	div 1 leading wicket taker

	1994
	376.1
	109
	1008
	94
	  10.72 
	Hale Barns
	league leading wicket taker & top of div 1 averages

	1995
	317.3
	64
	1117
	60
	  18.62 
	Hale Barns
	div 1 leading wicket taker

	1996
	344.2
	82
	1046
	102
	  10.25 
	Hale Barns
	league leading wicket taker & top of div 1 averages

	1997
	211.1
	47
	670
	45
	  14.89 
	Hale Barns
	

	1998
	County League
	
	
	
	

	1999
	County League
	
	
	
	

	2000
	County League
	
	
	
	

	2001
	County League
	
	
	
	

	2002
	248
	71
	577
	51
	  11.31 
	Hale Barns
	

	2003
	250
	58
	718
	56
	  12.82 
	Hale Barns
	

	2004
	294
	77
	779
	58
	  13.43 
	Hale Barns
	leading wicket taker div 1

	2005
	253
	67
	691
	61
	  11.33 
	Hale Barns
	top of div 1 averages & leading div 1 wicket taker

	2006
	116
	38
	274
	21
	  13.05 
	Hale Barns
	top of div 1 averages

	2007
	County League
	
	
	
	

	2008
	County League
	
	
	
	

	2009
	208.1
	60
	528
	38
	  13.89 
	Hale Barns
	

	2010
	235
	73
	596
	39
	  15.28 
	Hale Barns
	

	2011
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	7558.1
	1836
	21952
	1576
	  13.93 
	
	

	
	1566
	402
	4104
	281
	  14.60 
	Ashley
	

	
	905.5
	287
	2471
	215
	  11.49 
	Bowdon Vale
	

	
	5086.2
	1147
	15377
	1080
	  14.24 
	Hale Barns
	


Dave played for Ashley in the Cheshire Cricket Association prior to 1978, the number of wickets he took is still being researched. Handbooks are being sought, if anyone has any copies please get in touch.

Two Ashley batsmen have scored in excess of 10,000 league runs, Roger Arnoll and Steve Tyrell, the later started his career at Old Altrinchamians and joined Ashley in 1978.

	
	Roger Arnoll
	
	
	
	
	Steve Tyrell
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Inns
	N.O.
	Highest
	Runs
	Average
	
	 
	
	Inns
	N.O.
	Highest
	Runs
	Average

	1974
	not in CCL
	
	
	
	Old Alts
	1974
	
	
	
	
	

	1975
	not in CCL
	
	
	
	 
	1975
	18
	1
	84*
	345
	20.29

	1976
	not in CCL
	
	
	
	 
	1976
	no records
	
	

	1977
	not in CCL
	
	
	
	 
	1977
	no records
	
	

	1978
	17
	0
	50
	341
	20.06
	
	 
	1978
	15
	5
	94*
	584
	58.40

	1979
	19
	1
	80
	489
	27.17
	
	 
	1979
	15
	1
	137*
	415
	29.64

	1980
	20
	3
	146*
	738
	43.41
	
	 
	1980
	16
	0
	41
	365
	22.81

	1981
	21
	0
	79
	559
	26.62
	
	 
	1981
	18
	5
	100*
	464
	35.69

	1982
	21
	1
	134*
	778
	38.90
	
	 
	1982
	did not play
	
	

	1983
	18
	1
	81*
	555
	32.65
	
	 
	1983
	3
	0
	53
	88
	29.33

	1984
	20
	1
	90
	637
	33.53
	
	 
	1984
	no records
	
	

	1985
	18
	1
	90*
	455
	26.76
	
	 
	1985
	6
	2
	45*
	143
	35.75

	1986
	17
	0
	115
	514
	30.24
	
	 
	1986
	11
	1
	48
	234
	23.40

	1987
	20
	1
	70
	618
	32.53
	
	Ashley
	1987
	19
	3
	87
	532
	33.25

	1988
	16
	2
	108*
	547
	39.07
	
	 
	1988
	18
	6
	70
	429
	35.75

	1989
	19
	0
	64
	439
	23.11
	
	 
	1989
	18
	3
	85*
	567
	37.80

	1990
	21
	4
	61*
	598
	35.18
	
	 
	1990
	19
	6
	97
	784
	60.31

	1991
	19
	0
	77
	519
	27.32
	
	 
	1991
	21
	1
	106*
	882
	44.10

	1992
	19
	0
	75
	581
	30.57
	
	 
	1992
	16
	0
	101
	545
	34.06

	1993
	no records
	
	
	
	 
	1993
	21
	3
	95
	742
	41.22

	1994
	18
	2
	79
	643
	40.18
	
	 
	1994
	20
	5
	123
	1037
	69.13

	1995
	14
	1
	93*
	368
	28.31
	
	 
	1995
	20
	5
	124*
	768
	51.20

	1996
	did not play
	
	
	
	 
	1996
	15
	3
	122*
	744
	62.00

	1997
	did not play
	
	
	
	 
	1997
	no records
	
	

	1998
	did not play
	
	
	
	 
	1998
	no records
	
	

	1999
	16
	2
	63*
	405
	28.93
	
	 
	1999
	10
	2
	51*
	184
	23.00

	2000
	10
	0
	76
	225
	22.50
	
	 
	2000
	no records
	
	

	2001
	7
	1
	61
	135
	22.50
	
	 
	2001
	7
	0
	24
	78
	11.14

	2002
	5
	1
	93
	134
	33.50
	
	 
	2002
	6
	1
	59
	162
	32.40

	2003
	did not play
	
	
	
	 
	2003
	1
	0
	10
	10
	10.00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Inns
	N.O.
	Highest
	Total
	Average
	
	 
	
	Inns
	N.O.
	Highest
	Total
	Average

	
	355
	22
	146*
	10278
	30.86
	
	 
	
	313
	53
	137*
	10102
	38.85

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 
	Old Alts
	102
	15
	137*
	2638
	30.32

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 
	Ashley
	211
	38
	124*
	7464
	43.14


If anyone has any suggestions as to other players with similar totals please get in touch; it is fairly certain that the late Bill Blackburn of Mobberley CC scored well in excess of 10,000 runs, probably nearer 15,000. I hope to compile figures for Bill in time for the next newsletter

COUNTY JUNIOR CUP ENTRY FORMS

Mike Tyerman and Jane Williams are running the Under 15 and Under 13 County Cup competitions again and a copy of the application forms is enclosed with the newsletter. If your club would like to enter a team please note the closing dates, 28th Feb 2012. These are separate competitions from the league cups that are organised by the various junior leagues in Cheshire.

CLUB NEWS

KINGSLEY

“A decent crowd turned out for the club’s AGM, despite the somewhat mild weather, and witnessed some major changes in the make up of the club’s infrastructure. With Kieron Ollier having stepped down as 1st XI Captain, Peter Pearce was voted in to take his place, with Adrian Burden being elected as his vice skipper. 

A change has also taken place in the 2nd XI, with Nic Harrison stepping down to be replaced by former Vice Skipper Steve Kitchen, with Andrew Ainsworth filling the Vice Skipper void. 

Other changes also took place in the make-up of the club’s committee. Following the sad announcement of Mark Butcher’s retirement from playing cricket, and with it his resignation from the role of Junior Organiser (although he will remain at the club as a Coach), Russ Cook was elected in to take his place on the committee. Another sad departure is that of Keith Trennell, who has served as club Secretary for a considerable amount of time. Alex Hatt replaces him in this role. Finally, Ben Stoddart has filled the newly created position of Fixture Secretary. 

All other positions were retained by the 2010-11 officers, as shown below:

Office -


Incumbent

*President 


Les Trotter

*Chairman 


Steve Kitchen 

*Vice Chairman 

Adrian Burden 

*Press and Publicity Officer 
Alex Hatt 

*Secretary 


Alex Hatt **

*Treasurer 


John Elliott

*1st Team Captain 

Peter Pearce **

Vice Captain 


Adrian Burden **

*2nd Team Captain 

Steve Kitchen **

Vice Captain 


Andrew Ainsworth **

Sunday Captain 

Peter Roberts 

Sunday Vice Captain 

Ben Stoddart

Midweek Captain 

Ed Leneghan 

Midweek Vice Captain 
Travis Martin

*League Representative 
Andrew Ainsworth

*Fixture Secretary 

Ben Stoddart **

*Head Groundsman 

Anthony Alderman

*Junior Organiser 

Russ Cook **

*Fundraising Officer 

Julian Holmes

Honorary Auditor 

Steve Saddington 

* Committee Member

** New Appointment

A big thank you to all those who turned out, and good luck to all officers, new and old. Roll on the 2012 season”.

CHEADLE HULME LADYBRIDGE

“As all active Ladybridge members will know, we were delighted in July to unveil our new net practice facility. We were able to have the facility built after a successful application for a grant of £10,000 from Sport England. Ladybridge were able to secure this grant thanks to our Clubmark and ECB focus club status. We hope to use the net to attract more junior players to the club and run more effective coaching sessions for all players.

As part of the criteria for gaining the grant we are in the process of finalising a 10 year lease for the ground with Stockport Council. The effect of this is that we will have to carry out all pitch and ground maintenance from October 2011.

We now hope to use this lease and our focus club status to help secure a larger grant in 2012 to build a new pavilion in partnership with the Lacrosse Club.

Our Objective therefore is to have a new pavilion ready for the 2013 season which will clearly need a great deal of fund raising support from all members”.

CHESTER COUNTY OFFICERS

At the club AGM on Sunday 4th Dec 2011 it was decided to keep all captains & vice captains the same as in 2011. On a sad note our treasurer Ian Barlow announced he is standing down at the end of the 2012 season, after almost 10 years doing a first rate job. The club is actively seeking a replacement for Ian.


ASHTON ON MERSEY

Ashton on Mersey Cricket Club recently picked up the prestigious "Environmental Project of the Year" award at the at the Institute of Groundsmanship 2011 Annual Awards Ceremony held at the Reebok Stadium. 

Almost 300 of the UK’s and Europe’s leading grounds-care experts from both the professional and volunteer sector were in attendance, as well as dignitaries from the governing bodies of UK sport. Hosted by talkSPORT Radio’s Mark Saggers, the Awards recognised leadership, innovation and outstanding achievement across every aspect of grounds-care – from grassroots pitches to professional stadia, including all types of public and private sports venues. 

Ashton on Mersey were nominated for the award by IOG north of England advisor Ian Brewster-Mather after he was made aware of the clubs tremendous strides in the field of environmental improvements by Dan Musson from the ECB. The club found out last month its nomination had made the final where it was up against Sheffield University for what is one of 18 awards presented on the night. 

In 2006 Ashton embarked on an ambitious 5 year project managed by John Watling who retired as Club Chairman this year after 13 years in the role, and Fundraising Manager Andrew Roscow. The project set out 5 year targets to reduce energy consumption by 45% and the carbon footprint by 50%. This would be achieved by a range of measures including upgrading existing appliances to modern highly efficient ones, installing renewable energy forms, educating club members about the energy they use and implementing new waste saving measures and recycling initiatives.

In 2011 the project came to fruition, the club successfully achieving the targets set 5 year prior. The club introduced no less than 25 energy saving initiatives over the 5 year period including double glazed windows, low energy lighting, replacing beer chilling and bar heating systems, and loft insulation. However by far the most impressive initiatives included the installation of Solar thermal panels to heat water, installation of Solar Light pipes in the roof to negate the need for electrical lighting during daylight hours, and the installation of 51 Solar Photo Voltaic panels. The Solar PV panels allow the club to generate its own electricity not only for internal use but electricity is actually sold back to the national grid by the club.   

Despite their Award the club is not finished with its Environmental aims. Future plans include artificial lighting, further replacement of appliances, a rainwater harvesting system and a Green Travel Plan, the ultimate long-term goal for the club being to become a 100% carbon neutral environment. 

CHESHIRE WOMEN’S CRICKET

Cheshire Women’s Cricket League Press officer Martin Saxon reports in his November Newsletter ‘The Dazzler’ that Welsh-based club Hope have been admitted to help form a new Third Division in 2012.

Hope will play their home games on neighbouring grounds at Northop, Northop Hall and Pontblyddyn against Bredbury St. Mark’s, Hawarden Park, Lymm Oughtrington Park, New Brighton, Oxton and a second new club, Didsbury.

Division 2 will comprise Bolton Indians, Hyde. Neston and Timperley, with Appleton, Chester Boughton Hall Deemons, Oakmere, Romiley & Dinting and Trafford MV making up Division One.  An EGM is to be held to confirm these arrangements.  

Sarah McCann continues as chairman with Carol Ingham secretary and Anna Goatman competition secretary. Former England Academy captain and Middlesex player Jenny Halstead returns to captain Cheshire in the county championship next season.

Fuller details of this well-run and fast-expanding section of cricket in Cheshire is available on the dedicated website run by Martin Saxon: www.cheshirecountycl.play-cricket.com
UMPIRE’S CORNER

POSITIONING (3)

Previously comments have been made in respect of umpires’ positioning generally and at the bowler’s end.

To complete matters in respect of positioning it is necessary to make one or two points regarding umpires standing at the striker’s end.

It has always been assumed that the umpire should stand at square leg and move over to a position adjacent to point if there is some impediment to his vision, such as a close short leg fielder blocking his view or a low sun making it difficult to see creases.  However it should be made clear that there is nothing in the Laws to prevent the umpire standing in either position.  In fact, particularly for example in a T20 a game where time and speed are of the essence it is probably better for the umpire to stay in one side on all occasions.

As with positioning at the bowler’s end it is imperative that he be able to see the action at the striker’s end and, in normal circumstance, it is suggested that the umpire should be approximately the length of a cricket pitch away from the striker’s stumps.  Any nearer and it becomes difficult to take necessary evasive action and any further away it becomes more difficult to focus on events.

Occasionally amateur umpires feel it is necessary to stand almost on the boundary and this must preclude them from seeing action on which it may be necessary to make a decision.

The striker’s umpire must be able to see the bowler’s arm action in the delivery swing, the wicket keeper’s position and action in relation to the stumps at his end, that  there are no more than 2  fielders behind the popping crease on the on side at the instant of delivery  and that if the wicket is broken, the manner in which this is done.

One of the difficulties for new umpires standing at the striker’s end is not to be tempted to follow the ball immediately but to keep an eye on the stumps themselves for hit wicket and the general breaking of the wicket.

The main problem is not to impede the fielders at any time.  However if the ball goes into the field he may be unsighted by a fielder crossing his line of vision, and in that case it is necessary for him to move to one side or the other for him to see the wicket,  the creases and the batsman.  

Where the umpires have agreed that a striker is entitled to a runner the umpire will have to judge whether or not the runner is within his ground both for checking on short runs and for a possible run out.  He must therefore position the runner so that he can see the creases and the wicket as well as the runner.  Additionally, of course,  the runner must not be a hindrance to the fielding side.  

The most suitable position is usually with the runner at square leg and the umpire on the off side.  If, however, there is good reason for the umpire to be on the leg side, their positions can be reversed.  It is obviously important that the runner is opposite the umpire to avoid the embarrassment of the runner finishing behind him when he has to make a decision!   

At the same time it is necessary to ensure that the injured striker is placed “out of the game” when he is not acting as striker.

It cannot be said too often that, whenever the batsmen are running, the umpires must be in a decent position to see wickets and creases at their respective ends and to see where the batsmen are.  In effect they need:-

·
To see that if the wicket is put sown it is put down fairly.

·
To know whether or not the batsman was in his ground at the time.

·
To be aware when the batsmen cross during the run.

·
To watch for short running.

Generally the striker’s end umpire should already be in a good position to view all of these although he may need to dodge quickly to one side if a fielder moves across his line of vision.

Dave Lawson

Chairman - Meller Braggins Umpires & Scorers

CRICKET TOURS ORGANISED

Cheadle cricketer Dan Brown has set up a company named thecricketour specialising in delivering what that title suggests - high-quality all-inclusive cricket tours.

Dan’s objective is to provide fixtures of any strength required, food, accommodation, match balls and match fees, all of which are included in his fee.

Dan says a tour to any part of the UK is an ideal way to prepare for a new season, or to take a break mid-term and invites any club interested to contact him on 07891 589 793 or by e-mail at dtbrown@btinternet.com  He also has a dedicated website – www.thecricketour.co.uk
LYMM OUGHTRINGTON PARK is proud to present:

Lancashire County Champions Evening
Mike Watkinson and John Gwynne will be at the club (heated!) on Friday Feb 10th from 7:00pm to give an entertaining talk around the 2011 County Championship  campaign. There will be a Q & A session, photo opportunities with Trophy, supper and free drink at the bar - all for £15 each. 
Contact Andy Kershaw on 07787346228 or email: andykershaw99@hotmail.com 
Tickets are limited so please buy early to guarantee your place

UMPIRING & SCORING FOR THE TERRIFIED 

Even at “grass roots level” umpires and scorers are as vital to the game as those officiating in the international or first class, county arena. Is your club desperate for people to give their time to umpire or score, especially at matches involving your junior teams? Are those potential volunteers perhaps fearful of making mistakes and, therefore, reluctant to come forward?

Our on demand courses are designed to demonstrate the fundamental information needed in order that the student will be both capable and confident of umpiring or scoring a cricket match.

Courses are approximately two hours long and can, generally, be held at a time/venue to suit you.

For further details and/or to arrange a course please contact Paul Herring 0161 337 8151 

LEVEL 1 UMPIRES COURSES AT OAKMERE CC 

PLAYERS, COACHES, UMPIRES AND ANYONE ELSE INTERESTED IN LEARNING UMPIRE FIELDCRAFT AND THE LAWS OF THE GAME ARE WELCOME

THE COURSE INCLUDES: 

Course tuition, 

Tom Smith’s Cricket Umpires’ & Scorers’ Book (the umpire’s bible), materials, handouts and completion certificate, 

12 months membership of ECB ACO including 12 months insurance subject to completing membership form. 

Assessments both written and on field. 

ECB ACO membership items, 

Newsletters, 

access to purchase ECB ACO branded merchandise, 

CRB check and disclosure certificate and advice on future progress. 

The cost of the course is £40.

This represents excellent value as in the past candidates were expected to pay for ECB ACO membership, Law books plus other incidental costs. 

The 8-week courses will be held on Tuesday evenings, 7.30 – 9.30 pm at Oakmere Cricket Club from 10 January 2012. 

To book your place or for more information contact:- 

DAVE LAWSON 01606 76587 or GEOFF YOUNG 01352 755881

PROPOSED MEETING DATES IN MBCCL FOR 2012

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Thursday 
16th February




Thursday 
15th March

Thursday 
17th May

Wednesday 
13th June

Thursday 
12th July

Thursday 
16th August

Thursday 
20th September

Thursday 
15th November

UMPIRE AND CAPTAINS MEETING

Wednesday 
13th April

MANAGEMENT MEETING

Thursday 
19th April

Thursday 
18th October

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Thursday 
17th January 2013 (followed by Jan 2013 management meeting)

LEAGUE DINNER  Friday 

19th October 2012

PHOTO COMPETITION

MCC are running a competition to find the best 11 cricket photos taken in 2011 and would love to receive more entries from keen amateurs who have taken pics at clubs and schools this summer.  The images don’t have to be cricket action, anything with a cricket theme counts, and there are prizes, plus the top 3 images get published in Wisden, the top 11 go on display at Lord’s.

All information can be found on the link below:

www.lords.org/photooftheyear
Closing date of 15th January

CHESHIRE CRICKET UMPIRES & SCORERS ASSOCIATION

President:  Ian Bishop
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SCORER INITIATIVE

Cheshire Cricket Umpires & Scorers Association (The Association) is pleased to take part in the ECB ACO Scorer Initiative programme, which is outlined in the accompanying letter from Nick Cousins, Senior Executive Officer.

The main reason for the initiative is to identify those individuals who can be awarded an ECB ACO grade, appropriate to their scoring experience, without the need to sit a formal examination. Scorers would, simply, be assessed by way of an informal interview and short appraisal, including an analysis of their score book. 

Any scorer wishing to take part in the initiative should complete the ECB ACO Scorer Census form and return it to our County Scorer Officer, Paul Herring (see form for details). The assessment is free for existing ECB ACO members – your current membership number should be quoted on the form. 

For any non member, the cost is £30, payable at the time of your assessment and inclusive of free membership of ECB ACO until December 2012 - a summary of membership benefits can be found in Nick Cousins’ letter. Please note that the Association actively encourages cricket officials to become “long term” members of ECB ACO and membership application forms are always available.  

Whilst the official closing date for the initiative is 31 March 2012, the Association would prefer to undertake the majority, if not all, of the assessments during the winter months. If possible, applications should, therefore, be submitted to Paul no later than Friday, 20 January 2012.  

Ian Greensmith

Chairman

Cheshire Cricket Umpires & Scorers Association

ECB ACO – Scorer Census

I wish to apply for the ECB ACO Scorer accreditation programme. I understand that my experience and scoring records will be verified and validated using the Scorer criteria and aligned with the appropriate ECB ACO Scorers’ award.

I agree to the ECB ACO monitoring and using information collected from appropriate sources and that such information will remain confidential and will only be disclosed to authorised ECB ACO officials for the purpose of the award, my future development and any future match appointments with my prior agreement. 

Please complete and return to:-  Paul Herring, Flat 2, 1a Delahays Range, Debdale Park, Manchester M18 7LU or e-mail to:  Herring221@btinternet.com

PLEASE DO NOT INCLUDE ANY PAYMENT WITH THIS FORM

	Name..........................................................................

(please print)
	Date........................................................................

	Postal Address..............................................................

                     ……………………………………………….

                     ……………….………………………………

County          ……………….………………………………

                           ..……………………………………………..
	Telephone...............................................................



	
	Mobile ………………………………………………….



	
	Date of birth …………………………...………………



	
	Postcode ……………………………………….………



	E-mail address ……………………………………………………………………………………………………..………



	ECB ACO Member?  *YES / NO                                   Membership Number, if known …………………………..

                                                           *delete as appropriate

	

	Any previous Scorer qualifications with dates, if known



	 
	CLUB
	Competition / League
	Level / Division
	Payment, if any
	Number of Matches over last 3 years 

   Yr1      Yr2      Yr3

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	2
	                                                            
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	3
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	4
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Any other relevant experience:   (please continue on separate sheet if necessary)

	

	

	

	


Scorer aspirations: (please circle)
	Club only
	Local League
	Feeder League
	County Age Groups
	Premier League
	Regional Appointments
	National Appointments


CHESHIRE YOUTH CRICKET – UNDER 15 CUP

                                                                                


16 Portola Close,

                                                                                 


Grappenhall,

                                                                                 


Cheshire,

                                                                                  


WA4 2SW

                                                                                  


1st Dec 2011.

CHESHIRE U15 CLUB KNOCKOUT  COMPETITION 2012

Please find below the entry form for the above 2012 competition.  Please complete and return the form to the above address together with a cheque for £5.00 per team payable to Cheshire Youth Cricket.  Email addresses are very important for myself and for the ECB.  Closing dates for entry are 28th February 2012.  Look forward to receiving your Clubs application.

ALL CLUBS PLEASE NOTE, THIS IS A VERY IMPORTANT COMPETITION AND GROUNDS SHOULD BE MADE AVAILABLE TO PLAY MATCHES SHOULD YOU ENTER.

Mike Tyerman,

County Organiser

2012 Entry for Cheshire U15 Club Knockout Competition

Please enter …………………………………………………………..CC in the above.

Managers Name…………………………………………………………

Address…………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………….

Tel. No.

E-mail address.

CHESHIRE YOUTH CRICKET – UNDER 13 CUP
9 Dawlish Close

Bramhall 

Stockport

Cheshire 

SK72JD

5th December 2011

Mobile Number: 07947154273

Cheshire U13 Club Knockout Competition 2012

Please find below the entry form for the above 2012 competition. 

Please complete and return the form to the above address together with 
a cheque for £5.00 per team payable to Cheshire Youth Cricket.  

Please can you put the date 28 February 2012 on the cheque you send me. 

Email addresses are very important for me and the ECB.  

Closing dates for entry are 28th February 2012. 

Look forward to receiving your Clubs application.

ALL CLUBS PLEASE NOTE, THIS IS A VERY IMPORTANT COMPETITION AND GROUNDS SHOULD BE MADE AVAILABLE TO PLAY MATCHES SHOULD YOU ENTER.

Jane Williams

County Organiser

2012 Entry for Cheshire U13 Club Knockout Competition

Please enter …………………………………………………………..CC in the above.

Managers Name……………………………………………………………………………….

Address…………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Mobile Telephone Number……………………………………………………………….

E-mail address…………………………………………………………………………………..

